
SUNG EUCHARIST
FOR THE FEAST OF 

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

Sunday 26 September at 5pm !
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We are so glad you are here with us this evening.  A few reminders about COVID-safe worship: 
• Face coverings (masks) must be worn at all times by all able to wear them, except at the moment you are 

receiving communion, and especially should be worn whilst singing. 
• We ask that you help maintain physical distancing between households, to protect the vulnerable in our 

community. 
• Please follow the instruction of the stewards, especially when coming for communion and when exiting.  

These rules apply even if you have been vaccinated. Thank you! 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
Hymn prelude on Picardy 

Geoffrey Shaw (1879-1943)

OPENING HYMN
Please STAND as the ministers enter and we sing

Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand. 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture – 
in the body and the blood – 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heavenly food. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way 
as the Light of light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 

 2



At his feet the six-winged seraph; 
cherubim with sleepless eye 
veil their faces to the Presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Lord most high. 

Liturgy of St James translated G. Moultrie 1829-85
Tune Picardy French Carol

THE GREETING
The Associate Vicar, the Reverend Devin McLachlan, presiding, says

In the name of the Father,  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen.

The Lord be with you 
 and also with you. 

The president welcomes everyone and introduces the service, and together we say the

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

 Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
 that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy name;  
 through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen 
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PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

The deacon, the Revd Jon Sanders, leads the liturgy, saying

We have come to Mount Zion,
the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem,
to myriads of angels,
to God, the judge of all,
and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant

Everyone KNEELS or SITS and a short time of silence is kept.  

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 

Woe is me, for I am lost;
I am a person of unclean lips
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. 

Our guilt is taken away,
and our sin is forgiven.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 

The president pronounces God’s absolution of our sins, using these or other suitable words:

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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GLORIA

Please STAND as you are able.
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THE COLLECT
The president introduces a time of silent prayer, then prays the collect appointed for today

	 Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted the ministries of angels and mortals 
in a wonderful order: grant that as your holy angels always serve you in heaven,
so, at your command, they may help and defend us on earth; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever.
Amen. 

Please SIT.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE FIRST LESSON 

Revelation 12.7-12

nd war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The drag-
on and his angels fought back, but they were defeated, and there was no longer any 
place for them in heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, 

who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to 
the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, 
‘Now have come the salvation and the power 
   and the kingdom of our God 
   and the authority of his Messiah, 
for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, 
   who accuses them day and night before our God.  
But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
   and by the word of their testimony, 
for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.  
Rejoice then, you heavens 
   and those who dwell in them! 
But woe to the earth and the sea, 
   for the devil has come down to you 
with great wrath, 
   because he knows that his time is short!’

This is the Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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THE GOSPEL
John	1.47-end

Please STAND as you are able

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

hen Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you 
come to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 

called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you 
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

THE SERMON
The Rev’d Jon Sanders, curate
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THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Please STAND as you are able

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The president introduces a time of prayer, saying these or similar words:

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,
let us pray to the Father.

A member of the congregation leads the prayers.  Each intercession ends with:

Lord hear us.
Lord graciously hear us. 

And at the end

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
THE PEACE

Hear again the song of the angels:
‘ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace.’

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you. 

THE OFFERTORY 
Although we cannot physically pass the collection plate today, you are invited to donate online. 
General donations to Great St Mary’s are gratefully received at greatstmarys.org/give  
or  you can text OPEN to 70191, to donate £10.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Angels ever bright and fair, from Theodora 

G F Handel (1685-1757)
Angels ever bright and fair,
Take, oh, take me to your care!
Speed to your own courts my flight,
Clad in robes of virgin white!
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION
God of glory, as you appointed angels  to minister in your presence, so may all our 

worship bring you worthy praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
You reveal your wise purpose
for the salvation of the human race
by assigning to the angels and archangels
the ministry of your steadfast love and protection.
While they contemplate your glory,
standing before you and singing your praise,
they keep a faithful vigil for us,
guarding us along the way that leads to life,
and guiding us towards the kingdom of your light.
In joyful gladness we unite our voices with theirs
and sing the ageless hymn of your praise:

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt cæli et terra gloria tua.
Hosanna in excelsis.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith: 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you.
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Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary our patron, 
St Michael, and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever.

Everyone KNEELS or SITS

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Being made one by the power of the Spirit,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 Our Father, 
 who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory,   
 for ever and ever.  Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 

 because we all share in one bread.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The president invites us to communion, using these or other suitable words:

Mortals ate the bread of angels;
the Lord sent them food in plenty. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

AGNUS DEI
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Please wait to follow the direction of the stewards in coming forward for communion.

Please maintain 2m between yourself and other households, and please keep your face covering (mask) on until it is 
time to receive. Extend your arms all the way forward, and the president will give you communion. If you wish a 
blessing instead, please cross your arms in front of your chest. 
 
If you receive Communion in your own church, you are welcome to receive at Great St Mary’s.  

ANTHEM DURING COMMUNION


Gottes Engel wiechen nie, from 
Cantata 149, Man singet mit Freuden vom Sieg (Songs are sung with joy of victory) 

 JS Bach (1685-1750)
written for the Feast of St Michael in Leipzig in 1728/9.

Gottes Engel weichen nie,
Sie sind bei mir allerenden.
  Wenn ich schlafe, wachen sie,
  Wenn ich gehe,
  Wenn ich stehe,
  Tragen sie mich auf den Händen.

God's angels never yield,
they are with me eternally.
  When I sleep, they watch,
  when I go forth,
  when I stay,
  they carry me in their hands. 

Christian Friedrich Henrici (known as 'Picander') (1700-1764)
 translation by Francis Browne.
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 POST COMMUNION PRAYER

We pray say together

Lord of heaven, 
in this Eucharist you have brought us near 

to an innumerable company of angels 
and to the spirits of the saints made perfect: 

as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage 
we have shared their fellowship, 

so may we come to share their joy in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Please STAND as you are able 

Who is like God? The name of Michael praise! 
God's mighty angel, who with power displays 
the glorious truth of Easter's joyful song: 
let Alleluias sound from every tongue. 
  
Who is like God? The nations rage and fight; 
the promised land of peace is lost from sight. 
Yet at our side God's Angel-Prince contends, 
where hope was torn, the strength of Michael mends. 
  
Who is like God? The dragon makes for war - 
but Michael's armies conquer evil's roar, 
and there is peace in heav'n, Satan disowned. 
The Lamb has conquered! Christ in glory throned! 
  
Who is like God? Let saints and angels sing! 
Give praise to God the Father, heaven's King; 
and with Saint Michael sound the mighty chord: 
proclaim the truth - that Jesus Christ is Lord! 

Adrian Daffern b. 1968
Tune Woodlands Walter Greatorex (1877-1949)
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THE BLESSING

God keep you in the fellowship of his saints;
Christ protect you by the ministry of the angels;
the Spirit make you holy in God’s service;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL

The Lord commands his angels
to keep you in all your ways.
Let us go in his peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 In the name of Christ. Amen.

ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Chorale Prelude on Ein feste Burg, BWV 720 
formerly ascribed to J S Bach, although now thought to be by Johann Michael Bach (1648-1694)

To prevent a jam in exiting,  please remain in your pews during the organ voluntary until directed to exit by a stew-
ard — maintaining distance between yourself and other households.

Service Responses: © 2021 Benedict Todd
Gloria Setting:  John Barnard,  ‘Elek Mathe’

Sanctus, Benedictus, Agnus: Mass in Honour of St Michael the Archangel, by Victor Eder (1863-1933)

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, and Common Worship: Festivals, material from which is in-
cluded in this service booklet, ddis copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000/2008

Other material was written by Canon Adrian Daffern.

CCLI 785960

Streaming License 160968 
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