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THE GATHERING 
THE GREETING

In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All    Amen.

The Lord be with you
All    and also with you.

The president welcomes everyone and introduces the service

HYMN
Rejoice, the Lord is King,
Your Lord and King adore;
Mortals, give thanks and sing,
And triumph evermore:

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

Jesus, the Saviour, reigns,
The God of truth and love;
When he had purged our stains,
He took his seat above: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

His kingdom cannot fail;
He rules o'er earth and heaven;
The keys of death and hell
Are to our Jesus given: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

He sits at God's right hand
Till all his foes submit,
And bow to his command,
And fall beneath his feet: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice.

Charles Wesley (1774)

Recorded by Adrian & Megan Daffern, May 2020
Streaming License 160968 



LITURGY OF PENITENCE 

Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

Like Mary at the empty tomb,
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence.
Lord, have mercy.

All    Lord, have mercy.

Like the disciples behind locked doors,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers.
Christ, have mercy.

All    Christ, have mercy.

Like Thomas in the upper room,
we are slow to believe.
Lord, have mercy.

All    Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.

All   Amen.

 



THE GLORIA
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY

Almighty Father,
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples
   with the sight of the risen Lord:
give us such knowledge of his presence with us,
that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen    

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

THE FIRST READING
Acts 3.12-19

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at 
this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made 
him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of 
our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in 
the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the 
Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed 
the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by 
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; 
and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of 
all of you.
‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this 
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his 
Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 
wiped out,

This is the word of the Lord
All    Thanks be to God.



THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’
Alleluia.

THE GOSPEL
Luke 24.36b-48

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
All    Glory to you, O Lord

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 
were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when 
he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to 
eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is 
to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things.

At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All    Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON

Rev’d Helen Orr, Assistant Priest



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All      We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
THE PEACE

The two disciples told what had happened on the road to Emmaus,
and how Jesus had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All    and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.



OFFERTORY HYMN

Now the green blade rises, from the buried grain,
Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again like wheat that springs up green.

In the grave they laid Him, Love who had been slain,
Thinking that He never would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again like wheat that springs up green.

Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for the three days in the grave had lain;
Live from the dead the risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again like wheat that springs up green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Then your touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springs up green.

John Macleod Campbell Crum

Recorded by St Martin’s Voices
Used with permission

Streaming License 160968

Our Wider Concerns Easter Collection is for Christian Blind Mission (CBM) ‘Light up Lives' project in 
Zimbabwe. Loss of sight in very poor countries is devastating, pushing whole families deeper into desperate 
poverty and hunger.

CBM are doing remarkable work ‘by enabling people to see again through sight- restoring surgery, eye 
treatments and glasses, so they can go to school, get around safely and support themselves and their 
families.’  The importance of this work has been recognized by the Government who are providing matched 
funding for this project, so all our donations will thus be doubled.

We feel that ‘Light up a Life’ resonates very much with the message of Easter bringing new life and hope. 
We hope by our Easter-tide collection to bring lasting benefit to many in great need at this time, giving life-
transforming sight.

You can donate online right now, at http://easydonate.org/Easter21. You can even donate £10 by texting 
EASTER21 to 70191

If you prefer to pay by cheque, please send your cheque payable to Great St Mary's, by mail to The 
Churchwardens at Great St Mary's, Senate House Hill, Cambridge CB2 3PQ.



PRAYER AT THE PREPARATION OF THE TABLE

Risen Lord Jesus Christ,
we believe you, and all we have heard is true.
When you break bread
may we recognize you as the fire that burns within us,
that we may bring light to your world.

Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you
All    and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All    We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All    It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.



We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Michael, and
all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
All   Our Father in heaven,
       hallowed be your name,
       your kingdom come,
       your will be done,
       on earth as in heaven.
       Give us today our daily bread.
       Forgive us our sins
       as we forgive those who sin against us.
       Lead us not into temptation
       but deliver us from evil.
       For the kingdom, the power,
       and the glory are yours
       now and for ever.
       Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

All   Though we are many, we are one body,
       because we all share in one bread.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.



SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

You may wish to make an act of spiritual communion at this point, using one or more of the following prayers:

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly,
day by day.

Amen. after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester

 
O God, help me to trust you,
help me to know that you are with me,
help me to believe that nothing can separate me from your love revealed in Jesus Christ
our Lord.  
Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ,
you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’.
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you.
Hear my prayers for others and for myself,
and keep me in your care.  
Amen.



THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Living God,
your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in all his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

All Amen

HYMN

 I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 
and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth, 
at Bethlehem I had my birth. 
Dance, then, wherever you may be,  
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,  
and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,   
and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he.  

  
I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 
but they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me. 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John - 
they came with me and the Dance went on 

 
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
the holy people said it was a shame. 
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high, 
and they left me there on a Cross to die.. [Chorus] 

  
I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black - 
It's hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
They buried my body and they thought I'd gone, 
but I am the Dance, and I still go on.. [Chorus] 

 
They cut me down and I leapt up high; 
I am the life that'll never, never die; 
I'll live in you if you'll live in me - 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.. [Chorus]

Sydney Carter (1915-2004) 
© 1963 Stainer & Bell Ltd

Sung by St Martin’s Voices, used with permission



THE DISMISSAL 

THE BLESSING

The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen

THE DISMISSAL

Go in the peace of Christ.
All    Thanks be to God.
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