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Easter Day  
5 April 2021

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  We are so glad you are here with us this morning as we 
celebrate our Lord’s resurrection. For those attending this service in our church building, 
a few reminders:

• Face coverings (masks) must be worn at all times by all able to wear them, 
except at the moment you are receiving communion.

• 2m distancing must be maintained between households at all time, both inside 
the church and in the churchyard. 

• We are not yet able to offer children’s church, and children must remain with 
their parents. There are Easter activity packs available — please ask a steward.

• Please follow the instruction of the stewards, especially when coming for 
communion and when exiting. 

• Congregational singing, including hymns, is not yet permissible. 
• These rules apply even if you have been vaccinated. Thank you! 

Organ Music

The Greeting

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The president welcomes everyone, and introduces the service
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Prayers of Penitence

In baptism we died with Christ,
so that as Christ was raised from the dead,
we might walk in newness of life.
Let us receive new life in him
as we confess our sins in penitence and faith

Silence.

Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.
We have lived by our own strength,
and not by the power of your resurrection.
Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
as faithless and not believing.
Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy. 

We have lived for this world alone,
and doubted our home in heaven.
Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy. 

May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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The Collect
Let us pray God to renew us in the glory of the risen Christ.

Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death 
to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour,  glory and might, 
now and in all eternity.
Amen. 

The First Reading
Acts 10.34–43 

hen Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him 
and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ
—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading

Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.
Alleluia. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord, according to 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon
The Reverend David Bagnall
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The Apostles’ Creed

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of Intercession

The President says
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father.

This response is used
Risen Lord  

        hear our prayer. 

The resident says
Lord Jesus Christ, by your death and resurrection you have set us free, 
and reconciled us to the Father. Hear our prayers, give us grace, and 
make us new that we and all your people may bear the Gospel of 
reconciliation to all the world: for you are our God, mighty and glorious, 
now and for ever. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Christ is our peace.
He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.
We meet in his name and share his peace.

Ephesians 2.13,14

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Please remain in your pews during the Peace — we cannot yet physically exchange 
the peace between households.  A smile, wave, bow, or other sign of peace is always 
welcome, of course!
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Offertory
Our Wider Concerns Easter Collection is for Christian Blind Mission (CBM) ‘Light up 
Lives' project in Zimbabwe. Loss of sight in very poor countries is devastating, pushing 
whole families deeper into desperate poverty and hunger. You can contribute to our 
Easter Collection at http://easydonate.org/Easter21

General donations to Great St Mary’s are gratefully received; instructions are at 
greatstmarys.org/give

Prayer of Preparation

Jesus, true vine and bread of life,
ever giving yourself that the world might live,
let us share your death and passion:
make us perfect in your love.
Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
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For by the mystery of his passion
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day
when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Michael, 
and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer

Lord Jesus, remember us in your Kingdom 
and teach us to pray.

Our Father,  
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

cf 1 Corinthians 5:7

Invitation to Communion

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

cf 1 Corinthians 5:7

Please wait to follow the direction of the stewards in coming forward for communion. Please maintain 2m between 
yourself and other households, and please keep your face covering (mask) on until it is time to receive. Extend your 
arms all the way forward, and the president will give you communion. If you wish a blessing instead, please cross 
your arms in front of your chest.  All baptised Christians, of every denomination, are invited to receive.  
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Spiritual Communion

For those worshiping with us online, you may wish to make an act of spiritual communion at this point, 
using one or more of the following prayers: 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, 
may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly,
 and follow you more nearly, 
day by day.  Amen. 

after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester

O God, help me to trust you, 
help me to know that you are with me, 
help me to believe that nothing can separate me from your love revealed in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’. 
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. 
Hear my prayers for others and for myself, 
and keep me in your care.  Amen.

Music During Communion
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Prayer after Communion
God of Life, who for our redemption gave your only–begotten Son
to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection
have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Dismissal
The Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

God the Father,
by whose love Christ was raised from the dead,
open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life.
Amen. 

God the Son,
who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory,
give you joy as you share the Easter faith.
Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit,
who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord,
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.
Amen. 

and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen. 
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The Dismissal

He is not here. He is risen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia.
In the name of Christ. Amen.  
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Organ Music

ln order to prevent a traffic jam in exiting,  please remain in your pews during the 
organ voluntary until directed to exit by a steward — maintaining 2m between 
yourself and other households. Thank you, and Happy Easter!

Some material in this service is from Common Worship: Services and Prayers ©2000, and Common Worship: Times and Seasons ©2006
. This compilation is copyright: ©2021, Great St Mary’s, The University Church, Cambridge,

CCLI 785960
Streaming License 160968 
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